Expression of an enzymatically active murine retroviral reverse transcriptase in human cells.
The region of the pol gene of the Moloney murine leukemia virus (M-MuLV) encoding the reverse transcriptase and RNase H activities was inserted in an eukaryotic expression vector and transiently expressed in human cultured cells. This results in the expression of high levels of reverse transcriptase activity. This enzyme, partially purified, also carries a RNase H activity, has the biochemical requirements of the viral enzyme and is recognized and inhibited by antibodies directed against a M-MuLV reverse transcriptase expressed in Escherichia coli.